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The Rhine Barrier
Marshal Foi ;i declares that "thc Rhine

is the natural frontier which will protect
civilization.'' All the world must notc

soberly what he says. Hc does not speak
as a politician. He is not thinking in
terms of national aggrandizement. His
view i? simply that of the clear-eyed sol¬
dier who has fought and won the battlc
of civilization and who wants to con-

serv*e thc fruits of victory.
"The Rhine is the guarantee of peace

for all nations who have shed their
blood in the cause of liberty." So the
Allied generalissimo holds. France made
the greatest sacrifice to that cause. Pos¬
session of tho Rhine barrier would help
greatly to guarantee her against a repe-
tition of that sacrifice. But the guaran¬
tee would be not. for France alone. It
would hoid also for Western Europe and
for the Allied nations which have just
freed themselves from the menace of
German frightfulness.

Foch's military judgment cannot eas¬

ily be disputed. What if the safeguards
of a league of nations turned out aft< r

all to be only paper safeguards? The
countries which have felt the teeth and
claws of the German beast cannot be
blamed for demanding other safeguards.
A Germany confined behind the barrier
of the Rhine would hardly be able again
'¦.. Cv' thal in France and Bel¬
gium from which it took the Allied
armies more than four years to dislodge

Germany pr< pared to conquer West¬
ern Europe when she annexed Alsace
and Lorraine in 1871. In the greal
fortressea of t: he already pos-

impn ;¦. able line of
In Mel cquired a sally-

port proji territory.
Belgium !ay between the Rhine Province
and Northern France. But the Germans

to violate Belgian neutrality
and thi second of inva-
sion leading toward Paris.
The supposed inviolability of Belgium

was no vr From a
military point of view it would be no
.''fotea-; the futui e. Adequately
to guard ;- th Belgium and France, tlie

r of Wi ¦¦ Cy would
nave ' :ed a itward to the
Rhine froi Switzerland to Holland.
That wou that Germany, intend-
ing to attack Western Europe again,
would have first of all to clear the great¬
est single obstacle nature has placed in
the way of armies marching west out
of Prussia.
Even with Al e and Lorraine lost

the Rhim a remain Germany's line
of mol ..-,.,. xhi line

ia guarded bj the fortresses of ( olo
Coblens nz. It could still .-

ss it did in 1870, with the Rhine Pr \
ince ?.' Bavarla a^ "jumpingoff" Po ond. If it were elimi-
:atf,'j ¦'.<¦"". ild have to go back
many ,.,,, strUct new em
of militi
Man .... no Ugg,

ffith regard to politieal reconstruction.
*"**;- ield. German terri-

'esl of tl e Rhine might be con
. ndent small tate,

a gium is or as I. ixem

retaining military con
But the mi |ui tions

Pari ..'. ho are re-

rope. Marshal
'. a soldier who is try-

e of another Ger-
Wan irruptioi Wi tern Europe.

Gem ,..,,,..!
¦-' r ..-,. ic :-¦. :,' imeril v. en
D e Wacht am Rhein

facl E '-a- mili-
when

Our Disappearing Army
Rd SUt< hi day a real

*"**. have one mtil about a

ea e to have one as

V ; ;- '¦' ¦"" '-. signed.1 r' ¦'¦''¦ muU that the War De-
ahead for a peace

.-<. crip :<¦ er
".'.<'."; tt\t bo uplendidlj in 'air

that d, would have been
_*'y ''' r'""-:¦"¦ " it* permanency in a
**U reorganization law. The value of
ntv*r*a! training wa* ;.! <, overwhelm-

ted rt ought to have
time tho basifl of our

¦/ policy-
B^w.arj Baker bnai>beerj reluctant to

face tho problem of reorganization. He
doesn't want to commit himself to con-
scription or universal training. His only
idea has been to demobilize the trained
army we have.tho regular units except-
ed.and to create a stop-gap volunteer
force of fzOO.OOO men. This would bo
very largely a new army, since after the
peace treaty is signed the o'.d regular
army will be rapidly depleted by the ex-
piral ion of enlistments. But even the
stop-gap, fiOO.OOO-volunteer army plan
has now been abandoned in favor of a
proviso continuing the organization of the
regular army for a year from July 1
next, leaving its strength to be fixed by
executive order.
Many valuable officers who might have

gone into thc new army are now being
mustered out. They may not want to
return a couple of years from now. And
popular interest in the military service
will inevitably be chilled by a reversion,
even temporarily, to the old type of vol¬
unteer army.
We ought never to have again thc sort

of army we had under the Hay act of
1916. It is a pity that the foundations
of a new military system were not laid
while the horrible example of the failure
of the old system was still fresh in the
public mind.

Writing Off a Biliion on Ships
A vital question of public poliey is in-

volved in the proposition of Chairman
Hurley of the Shipping Board to write
off a biliion dollars on the cost of ships
now under construction by tho United
Statos government, rather than to at¬
tempt to lower wages. Tlie situation ap-
pears to be this:

Thc new tonnage contracted for by
the Shipping Board will cost on the pres¬
ent basis something like $200 a ton.
This is roughly about three times the
market price for similar tonnage in the
two or three years just preceding the
war. At the present. time it is stated
that such tonnage can be contracted for
in England for about $110 a ton. It
was stated by the British Ministry of
Shipping at a recent interpellation of
Parliament that this price was partly due
lo the fact that ship steel is supplied to
English builders at such a price as to
arnount to a virtual bonus of about $10
a ton.

Although shipbuilding wages in Eng¬
land have also risen heavily, they have
reached nothing like the unheard-of
levels now prevailing in the United
States. At Hog Island, for example,
time labor runs as high as Otl cents an
hour, which means nearly ?c for an ordi¬
nary eight-hour day, with no extra time
charges. Practically speaking-, the gov¬
ernment faces ono of two alternatives:
It must either reduce these wages very
sharply or else it must scale the cost by
writing off a large part of it. It is un¬

derstood that Chairman Hurley's propo¬
sition w©uld amount to a reduction of
about S100 a ton on ten million tons of
ships. Only a small part of this ton¬
nage is as yet completed.

It is highly probable that under pres¬
ent conditions the rates for ship steel in
the United States could be considerably
scaled down, though this would again
depend in part upon the wages prevail¬
ing in the steel trade. These have risen
nearly 100 per cent over 1914.

The importance of this scaling is not
generally understood. A large part of
a cargo vessel's cost of operation de-
pends upon its first, or building, cost. On
this depend charges for depreciation, in¬
terest and insurance. which make up
much the larger part of the total. Wages
on the freight boats are a relatively
small item. The government could not
sell its ships on the present cost basis.
Bul t is understood that Norwegian and
other shipping interests are in the Amer¬
ican market ready to contract or pur-

'..-. e freel; if a favorable price basis
can be reacl

The question is whether the govern¬
ment shall pay the presentlevel of ship¬
building wages and then let the tax-
payers foot 40 per cent or more of the
cost, or whether it shall take the bull by
th>- horns and squarely meet an impos¬
sible economic situation. This is a prob¬
lem which a Republican Congress will
have t o mee!.

Ihe Soldier Memorial
I

Fears thal the temporary arch now

beii ¦' erected al Madison Square will be
made permanenl without proper consid¬
eration of its merits and fitness still
¦.' r Mr. Thomas Ilastings, who has
charge of the general design, has ex-

p cc! his own view clearly, and it is
entirely sound. Only after the present
Rtructurc of plaster has been built and
observed and duly passed upon by the

nd by the various arti tie authori-
oes he sugge thal the question of

permanent memorial bc taken up.
That does not appear to be the view of

11 tho ¦.¦ interested in tlie arch, however.
Therefore, the aid ion of the city's

chapter of the American Institute of
Architects calling for a general competi¬
tlon of ideaa and plans is timely and
welcome, The proposal ia comprehensive
and broad-minded. A preliminary compe¬
titlon of idcas and suggestions is asked.
For thia any layman could enter, the
idea being that thc memorial to our scl-
<;i< r and sailors ought to take any form
that may be deemed most, appropriate.
We »hould not start out with tlie idcil
that it must neccHsarily be monumental
i,r architectural, much le«H that it must

be an arch or any particular type of
structure. Let un Bay, to illuBtrate, that
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it might seem best to make our memorial
a park or a driveway or scholarships.
This preliminary competition would
give ample opportunity to produce all
the ideas available and submit them to
public discussion for criticism.

It is the plan of the architects that de¬
cision among these ideas or suggostions
shall be made by a jury of representa-
tive citizens chosen by such bodies as
tho Chamber of Commerce, the Mer-
chants' Association, the Fine Arts As¬
sociation and so on. Prizes are sug-
gested in order to stimulate competition.
Afterward there would be a technical
competition to select a design, if tho
idea chosen was a matter of design.
We hope that this project will be car¬

ried through. Already it is plain that
however beautiful the arch at. Madison
Square may be in itself and however
fitting it is as a temporary greeting aml
symbol of victory grave questions as to
its location wil! arise. Neither symmetry
nor space are then to aid. Moreover, it
is essential thal a more searching re-
view of the whole question should he
made before finai action is taken. Both
to prevent. artistic damage lo the city
and to insure a memorial accurately ex-

pressing the city's emotion toward our
heroes. a competition of tho sort de¬
scribed should be held.

The Luxurious West
The lower house of the Missouri Legis¬

lature evidently does not hold with the
old school which taught that mortifica-
tion of the flesh tended t,, vXn}{ thc
spirit. A loud protest has gone up be
cause the chairs of the various commit¬
tee rooms in ile-new state Capitol are, as

di jcribod by Walter K. Bailey, Speaker
pro lem., "hard bottomed and straight
'.. :ked. member insisl the> can¬
not propei ly consider the needs of the
commonwealth unloss their bodies recline
upon the upholstered variety of chair,
the kind. in fact, familiar to the gaze
of any visitor in legislative committee
rooms and sequestered corners of clubs
and hotel lobbies great, leather cush-
ioned affairs in which one reclines as on

flowery beds of ease. The Missouri So-
Ions, perched on then- "sightly height
overlooking (ln- turbulent "Big Muddy,"
seem to have forgotten those lines nf
Pope which say:
"Stretch'd on the rack of a too eusy chair,
And heard thy everlasting yawn confess
Tlre Paina arjd Penalties of Idleness."
It. may he somewiiat of a shock, of

course, to the voters of a state so long
devoted to the principles of Jeffersonian
simplicity to learn that thc enervating
luxuries of the softer East have pene-
trated to reg ions where a Few genera¬
tions ago the adze-hewn bench held the
forms of those who congregated to listen
to the eloquence of the great Benton.
Tho legislators accused thc Capitol build¬
ing commission of carelessnoss in not
being more thought fi.il of the comfort of
the members of ihe house. It would he
interesting to hear the commission's de¬
fence. Possibly it thought chairs "hard
bottomed and straight backed" might bo
an incentive to tbe rapid transaet ion <>f
business.

The camouflage units soon to discm-
bark here may cxpecl an enthu ia Lie
welcome from the Hylan Hearst com¬
mittee,

"The GreatL
Commanications show the pnblu-'s rt

To the Editor of The Tribune.

SIK: In your leading editorial of Janu¬
ary 1.6, "The Great Dry Mystery," you

say "The whole swift and hurried process
defies analysis or explanation."
Xoxt in itnportance to licking the Hun,

and discrediting Hearst, comes the de¬
struction of the liquor traffic, ajid why this
great event should prove such a "mystery"
to The Tribune is probably because The
Tribune had no voice or part in bringing
it about.

ln order to get a true explanation of
why members of the various stuto legis¬
latures "fall over one another iu their
haste to ratify" The Tribune might get a

glimpse of light by communicating with ex-
Senators Brown, Emerson and Weeks, who
opposed ratification last year, and who
were replaced in the Senate this year by
men who were elected pledged to ratit'y.
The three ex-Senators mentioned are labor¬
ing under no dclusions as to why they
were retired to private life, and their ex-

planations, providing they can be obtaincd,
might help The Tribune out of the fog.
Ex-Congressman Fairchild, whose record in
Congress on prohibition measures was de-
cidedly off color, can also tell Tlie Trib¬
une, i'" he wiil, why he was obliged to
give way to Hill, one of the framers of the
Hill-Wheeler bill. givir.g local ontion to
,-ities. Congressman Iii'.l was elected by
tla- largesl majority ever given a Con-
gressional candidate in this district.
Van say "state legislatures have not

been famous for thus anticipating the
popular will." A few object lessons like
those just, mentioned carry a persuasive
force in their mean ing that is correctly
i- terpreted by legislators, even if to some
of our great papers they may remain
of our great papers it may remain a '"great
mystery." RAY BEARDSLEY.

Binghamton, N. Y., Jan. 16, 1919.

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: Your editorial of yesterday. "The

Cireat Dry Mystery." is quite easy of solu¬
tion: An economic boycott financed by Ger¬
man interests against Great Britain and
France, especially the latter, as her reve-
nue from this cout.try is quite considerable
from her brandy and wine industries,

N'ew York. Jan. IS, 1919. X. H.

'1 o the Editor of The Tribune,
Sir: It occurs to one citizen of this Re-

pubjic aa, a curiously anti-Ally coincidence
lhat the German Theatre shouKl announce
a reopening to take place in a few weeks
mi tlie same day that the I'nited States
should "commit the*atrocity" of taking the
lives "for you do take their lives when you
take tlu- means whereby they live") of the
starviiig people of I-'ranee and Italy by
pasfling the "dry" law, thus cutting off the
greatest export industry of the above namod
Allied countries. S. (!. G. FAIRBANKS.

Larchmont, X. Y., Jan. 16, 1919.

Tu the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: A great many intelligent and patri¬

otic Amcricans are in entire agreement
with the slatement made in to-day's Trib-
une in an editorial entitled "The Great
Dry Mystery," which is as follows:
"Tho whole swift and hurried process

defies analysis or explanation. It stands,
for the present nt any rate, ono of the
wonders of our politieal history."

Might, it not be worth while for The
Tribune to give publicity to the following
uiajuiriea, and to press for answeis to them,

)ryMystery"
action to th* coming of prohibition.

in order that a mystified American public
may get some light on this amazing and
most undemocratic proceeding:

1. 1k it a fact that a political and propa¬
ganda fund of not less than $16,000,000
has been used to bring about the passage,
through both houses of Congress, of the
joint. resolution submitting thc so-called
prohibition amendment and to secure its
speedy and unreflecting adoption by the
necessary number of state legislatures?

2. Is it a fact that systematic use has
boen madc of throats, terrorism and even

blackmail to secure funds in Congress nnd
in thc several state legislatures for this
amendment ?

'.. Is it a fact that, tiiis great fund ha?,
been raised in secrecy and expended with¬
out public account ing, in order to avoid the
unpleasanl effects of publicity and formal
inquiry ?
Why should not Tlze Tribune turn on

the light? O \V BARNES
Xew York, Jan. 16, 1010.

To the Editor of The Tribune
Sir: What is the cause for this wild cry

for prohibition? Is it the fcar on the part
of the. politicians of losing the women's
vote? In that case there is no need for ex-

citement, because among all the womcn I
know personally- and I know quite a num¬

ber in different parts of the country, dry
and otherwise- there are only one or two
who favor prohibition. Won't the res-
taui'ants boost their prices for food to such
an extent that zvl> will nil be compelled to
cat at home?
The majority of people drink and very

few to excess. Look what happened to Rus¬
sia! What. a dreary country we will have!
Is there no hope? AXXA S. HARDING.

Brooklyn, Jan. 18! 1910.

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: Your letlding editorial to-day, 'The

Great. Dry Mystery," is itself a mystery. The
mystery is why if is any mystery to Tlie
Tribune that legislatures all over the. coun¬

try are votir.g in favor of tiie constitu¬
tional amendment which will make America
dry.

This should be no mystery to The Trib¬
une, which has been carrying in news col-
umns and on editorial page detailed ac-

counts of the way the brezving elcment of
this country has tried. in un-American ways
and with anti-American propaganda, to

corrupt the country, even going so far as
to purchase daily papers to be their mouth-
piece. Let me suggest a few things for you
to think about for you, at least, among
Xew York dailies, occasionally reflcct tlie
sentiments and feelmgs of the nation at
large, m contrasted' with tho sentiments of
Xew York (.'ity alone. For you are as well
aware as any one that Xew York is too
iargely populated by people of foi-eign biz-th
for its popular opinions and sentiments to
he considered typical of the rest 0f this
great country. But here are two or three.
thingrf for you and your readers, if you
carc to publish my letter, to think about:

1. Should tlie matter of prohibition be
left entirely to the vot.es of the men and
women who are native born. of native par-
ent.s, there can he no question of the re-
sult. Let me add, I know it is not so left,
but, I am stating a theory to tlzrow light on

facts. t'or while there ,-zie doubtless some
native Americans who would be "wet," 1
am sure thev are propnrtionately few in
number..

2. Outside those centrei of population

where great foreign born groups are found,
most of our lawmakers are native born, of
native parents -that is to say, real and true
Americans who desire tlie American spirit
and American ideals to rule. They feel.and
I believe you will say rightly- that they not
only should represent the people who
elected them, but that they should not, in
so doing, misrepresent the best element.s
of the communities from which they have
come.

3. The war has been a wonderful cure for
blindness in more ways than one, and ene
of thosc ways has been in the revelation
to the thousands of thoughtful and sincere
Americans that there is more than a casual
connection between the great brewing in¬
terests and foreign propaganda. Tho. Trib¬
une has done its noble share in showing
this to Americans.

.!. America as o whole is American. It
is extremely difficult fd'r the Xew Yorker, in
the deep canyons of his busy streets, to
vi ualize this mighty country and to appre-
ciate the fact. that the country as a whole
could, really and truly, worry along some
ua\ even if there were no New York. Yet
there are millions of peopli who feel just
that waj about it. They do not want to
get along without Xew York; they are

proud of the greatest city, and al) tha*. But
they know that New York is no( the
tion. I am not berating Xew York; I am

only stating a fact. I have been all over
this counry, time and again, and I know
what people think and say.

n, in view of these things, what be-
comes of thc mystery'.' [t is simply this:
Thc Americar people as a whole, through
their legislatures, are letermined to en-
'. plication of the Monrce Doc-
trine, "America for Americans" aiari for
tl -. who are being made and to bo
American -.

REV. ROBERT HUGH MORRIS.
Stamford, Conn., Jan. 16, 1919.

Our Men in Italy
To the Editor of Tiie Tribune.

Sir: To those of us who happen to have
friends or relatives in military serviee in
Italy it would almost seem that there is a

"conspiracy of silence" concerning the ac-
tivities of these. Naturally, and justly,
there is and has been a vast deal to be
read about what we did in France, and it
would appear that there is not a square
mile of thal arassed country that has es-

caped being pictured or described. But.
while we have had American troops and
aviators in Italy for nearly a year now, it
is the rarest thing to find any mention of
them in our newspapers, with, perhaps, the
solitary exception of that brilliant aviation
officer (now retiredi, Major 'Fiorello II.
La Guardia.
Perhaps some one can explain this seem-

ingly studied neglect of our boys in Italy.
If they are not important enough to men¬
tion it. may be that they are of no vital
use there. If they are of no use there
are many parents here v.'ho would be mighty
glad to have them sent home.

WILSON A. BURROWS.
Yonkers, N. Y.. Jan. 16. 1919.

A Plea for the Pianist
(From Tha Columbus Evening Dinpatchi

With Paderewski at the head of its gov¬
ernment, Poland should put up that West¬
ern mining camp theatre sign: "Don't sboot
the pianist; he is doing the best he ean."

"Aims, for the Love of Allah!"
(from Th« 8t. Paul Pioneer Press)

Kcxt after war eharit les we may be
asktjd to contribute to a fund for 'he re.
lief of the $12,000-a-year Cabinet officers.

A Week of Verse

G
Tlie Return
From The Cent ury

OLDEN through the goiden morning,
Who is this that comes,

With tho pride of banners lifted,
With the roll of drums?

With the self-same triumph shining
In the ardent glance,

That divine, bright fate-deiiance
That you bore to France.

You! But o'er your grave in Flandcrs
Blow the winter gales;

Still for sorrozv of your going
All life's laughter fails.

Bornc on flutes of dawn the an.swer:
"O'er the foam's white track.

God's work done, so to our homelar.d
Comes her hostmg back.

"Come the dead men with the live men
From the marshea far,

From tiie mounds in no-man's-valley,
Lit by cross nor star.

"Come to blend with hers the essence
Of their strength and pride.

All the radiance of the dreaming
For whose truth they died."

So tho dead men with thc live men
Tass an hosting fair,

And the stone is rolled forever
From the soul's despair

ELEANOR ROGERS COX.

Plus Tard
(From Thr Yale Reviev)

AND later on, those who are [eft will say
Little about it; they will not c;;rc to

tell
Much of those years content to bt;<- and

sell,
To practise law, relivn in the old way
The old quiet, humdrum round. One »

be gray,
A trifle bent, a trifle frail. and well,
If some one asks him where his comradea

fell
In France, he may grozv garrulous. . . .

He may,
Or may he not. It all depends. lf e

Is sitt.ing at dusk by a slow-embered fire
And his pet grandchild questions him, why

then
He may begin to hear the guns again.
His hands may fumble toward the treach

erous wirc
That .

"Sonny," hc'l! sigh, "at Chateau Thierry."
LEE WILSON DODD.

_ Graves in France
(From Tho Yalm KrviV.tr)

THEIR fates shall be a song, a bi

boy's wonder,
For mnny a day

0, the red treasure we have buried yonder,
So far away!

O. the poor, panting love that mu" r.
weeping

Through bloody foam,
To find the soldier in his glory ei

So far from home!

France, we have loved the?' But beyond
aii measure

Our love shall be
Since in thy bosom we have hid our t n

Of ugony.
KARLE WILSON BAki- l.

Triumph

H orgoi
W ndi cannol beat it int.
Or waters cove

Corrupt it into aug thal t wa

or « ..nt i- r .¦¦ mben
spr-.ng,

lhe scarlel tulips running throug
grass

By i. wet wall, and gone with but Alas"
T know not how I know this old, old thing
How now, poor one thal loved me

space .'
»Iine the of the tulip fl

ruined April vz ill nol let
To easl my laughter, and to west my face

Housed with you ever, down some
hour

Hzere di ts he sc ap ol
... 1.
LIZETTE WOODWORTH REESE.

Humanity
\ X n tely good-natured Newi
-C»- land puppy,
Perpetually stepping ...

i ln the edges of acad icers
Ai 'i ios< .. ing the neat

pets.

A puppy continuallj rcling af! > own
tail

And snapping at sun!.,: i1
Ba; kii g ;:: hot strec:
And getting Its paws rui over

By elemental motor-trucks. . .

A poor devil of a puppy,
Starving, half-intelligent,
But z». ith great hungry eyes.

ROYAL SN'hW

Portrait
.' ¦

YOU laugh
And ride life as if :t werr ¦.

As it rears and tries to kill you
You only cling tighter
And laugh.
Other men life may have throw

trampled,
But you will brepk it to your wil!
And make it carry you wherever you wisl

to go.
MARY CAROLYN DA\

Vulgar Display of Wealth
m rhe 8alt ;¦.'... Heraut

The price of eggs has dropped. No
standing this fact, a man «
b:t of the yolk on his vesl wil
gree of pride. ,


